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In recent times, there has been an increase in religious fanaticism in Africa, leading to several 

crises and conflicts. Religious fanaticism refers to extreme, excessive, and irrational 

devotion, attachment, and zeal to one's religious beliefs, often leading to intolerance, 

discrimination, and violence towards other religious groups. This essay delves into religious 

fanaticism and its relevance to crisis in Africa. 

 

It is essential to note that Africa is home to several religious groups, including Christianity, 

Islam, traditional religions, and other denominations. Religious fanaticism often does not 

emerge from the doctrines of these religions but rather from people's religious 

interpretations and the religious leaders who manipulate these interpretations to gain 

control over their disciples. Religious leaders use such fanaticism to create arm-following 

loyalists who act without thinking, sometimes violently, towards others who do not share 

their beliefs. 

 

Religious fanaticism often leads to conflicts and crises, often violent, such as the wars in 

Sudan, Nigeria, Somalia, and the Central African Republic. These conflicts, driven by religious 

fanaticism, often result in human rights abuses, war crimes, and crimes against humanity 

resulting in the loss of human lives. Moreover, religious fanaticism can also limit access to 

education and healthcare, and other fundamental rights. For instance, in some African 

countries, religious zealots have enforced laws that deny young girls and women the right to 

education and, in some cases, medical care, including family planning. This practice is based 

on the belief that women should only be homemakers and rearers of children. 

 

Another issue that arises from religious fanaticism is the displacement of people from their 

homes, leading to mass migration or refugee situations. The rise of religious fanaticism 

strengthens sectarian tensions, violating basic human rights. Religious intolerance can be 

dangerous and can breed hatred and violence against other religious groups, societies, and 

cultures in the region. 

 

The issues surrounding religious fanaticism in Africa are complicated and are connected with 

wider social, historical, and economic factors in the region. Poverty, lack of education, and 

unemployment in African countries can create fertile ground for extremist religious groups 

to recruit vulnerable individuals, particularly youths, who lack career or economic prospects. 

These factors, coupled with political instability, can breed extremist groups that thrive on 

religious fanaticism and attract vulnerable individuals who are often manipulated. 



 

Religious fanaticism is a problem in Africa that must be tackled head-on. While religious 

tolerance is a fundamental human right, religious fanaticism takes away the civil liberty 

enjoyed by the people and leads to violence and conflicts. Religious leaders and institutions 

should preach religious tolerances and understanding among all religious groups. 

Governments in the region should also address issues of unemployment, education, 

inequality, and police brutality, which often contribute to the propagation of religious 

fanaticism. By taking such steps, religious fanaticism can be curtailed in Africa and replaced 

with religious tolerance and peaceful co-existence between different religious groups. 
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FREE AFRICA ALLIANCE is a personal development social enterprise for the empowerment of 

the African community at home and in diaspora. We are a people transformation company.  

At Free Africa Alliance, we believe that education is the key to unlocking individual and 

community potential. We understand that traditional education systems may not always 

adequately cater to the specific needs and experiences of the African community. That's why 

we have developed a range of programs and initiatives that focus on personal development, 

leadership, entrepreneurship, and cultural preservation. 

One of our core initiatives is providing access to quality education for individuals in both Africa 

and the African diaspora. We believe that knowledge is power, and by empowering individuals 

with education, we can help them overcome barriers and achieve their full potential. Our 

mission is to provide a platform that sets the African community at home and abroad free from 

the shackles of ignorance/miseducation, and inspire them to gain knowledge, confidence, 

quality education to make global impact and create enduring legacies lasting several 

generations. We do this by providing training programs, courses, and books because 

knowledge is freedom. 
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